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For 100" Anniversary of
Japanese Graveyard in Mumbai

The legacy of Mahatma Gandhi and the Venerable Nichidatsu
Fujii ( known as Fujii Guruji in India ) is of crucial importance to
us in contemporary times. It gives us the ever relevant message
of peace and non-violence. It teaches us that violence leads to
more violence, falsehood and helplessness, while non-violence
leads to more non-violence, truth, and strength. This is
different from the present day power-game, which employs
various techniques of violence, falsefood and manipulation for
narrow and selfish ends.

Mahatma Gandhi and Fujii Guruji were not dreamy-eyed
spiritual leaders, but were noble souls deeply concerned with
the sufferings of the human race.They believed that
spiritualization of politics with change the exploitative system
and will humanize the soulless surroundings. In the midst of
violence, they preached and practiced non-violence as the only
way for a better future. In the midst of distrust and hatred,
they practiced and propagated of universal love as the path to
bind people.

When Fujii Gruji met Mahatma Gandhi on October 4, 1933 for
the first time at Wardha, the meeting lasted for fifteen minutes
while the latter was spinning. Fujii Guruji pondered over the
relation of Gandhiji's spinning and India’s independence and his
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own aspiration to bring tranquility to nations and peace to the
world by chanting Na Mu Myo Ho Ren Ge Kyo while beating the
drum. And he was quick to see the commonality. Mahatma
Gandhi also appreciated the ideas of Fujii Guruji and
maintained that religious revival can only be done not by
eloquence or leaming, but by enhancing the purity of one's life
and a prayerful reliance upon the Living Truth that animates and
sustains the universe.

Mahatma Gandhi brought a bloodless revolution by bringing
non-violence to the public sphere of politics. Fujii Guruji
worked tirelessly for world peace and international
understanding based on non-violence. The biggest concern for
both of them was procuring human beings and liberating the
society from violence, fear and oppression. Their words and
deeds hold promise for a peaceful and world.

| offer my respects to these noble and inspiring souls and feel
honoured to write the Foreword to this volume to commemorate
the centenary of the Japanese Cemetery in Mumbai. | thank
Bhikshu T. Morita-ji and Nipponzan Myohoji for granting me this
Privilege.

S O

Ffa# :Mani Bhavan Gandhi Sangrahalaya (4"~ ¥ — it & W fi)
" Dr Usha Thakkar, Honorable Secretary (%21 fi &)
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